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This exhibition was initially scheduled to commemorate the Inc.'s 45th Anniversary in
2020. Because of COVID -19 programming delays, we held off until now so we could

celebrate together.

The seven persons we are honouring were Vital, individualistic, and passionate in their
involvement in the Inc. If you met them, you wouldn't forget them.

It's our hope that some of you will recollect them with delight, and that others (particularly
the younger generations of Hamilton artists) will appreciate this introduction to their
personalities and times.

- Brian Johnston / Bryce Kanbara



Bob Mason & Gord Wallace, Group of Seven RIP. (Remembering Inc. Pioneers), 2023.
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Group of Seven
By Bryce Kanbara

antisyzyqy: The presence or aueing polariiies witlin one entity, thought or as

In finding my way to writing these introductory notes about Inc. pioneers who
have passed away, | came across a reference to Scottish poet/writer Hugh
MacDiarmid's study of Scottish personality and its intriguing, oppositional
tensions.

"Hugh MacDiarmid's biographies of the eccentric, impulsive Scottish genius is
one of his most enthralling prose works..(His) study of both famous and forgotten
eccentrics becomes a study of individualism and national identity. He focuses
on ten characters from the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries;
.. The book culminates in an epilogue: the ‘Strange Procession’ of men and
women whose characteristic qualities display the unpredictable energies, the
extremes of human behaviour, associated with ‘The Caledonian Antisyzygy' -
the close association of gargoyle and saint."

Associating my task (of describing the characters who gave the early Inc. its
colour and oft- clashing verve) with an esoteric word such as "antisyzygy" may
seem far fetched. But, in such a momentous occasion as this anniversary I'm not
adverse to fondly think of them in heightened terms because their personalities,
as admirable and/or flawed as they may have been, energized and emboldened
the Inc. They shaped the Inc’'s culture, each in their own inimitable way.

1 Hugh MacDiarmid and Alan Riach, Scottish Eccentrics (Manchester England: Carcanet, 1993).
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In 1975, when Hamilton was contending with its image as a cultural wasteland
and beginning the slip into post-industrial malaise, Hamilton Artists’ Co-op
was born in a small storefront at 143 James North. The Co-op was renamed
Hamilton Artists Inc. upon incorporation in 1978. Even as the INC. became more
organized and professionalized, artists and non-artists dropped in off the street.
Some were regulars who not only hung out, they volunteered. They found a
nurturing place, and sustenance for their varied artistic aspirations and personal
idiosyncrasies. In its first constitution, the Co-op described itself as a "social
backdrop” for discussions and presentations of art.

When we look back on beginnings, and the contributions of these seven
individuals, we're grateful that they made the Inc. important to their lives. They're
all gone now, drifting out of the Inc's collective memory. Some of them died
alienated from their families and alone, others were surrounded by loved ones.
David Avon is buried in a small cemetery on the mountain in a family plot; there
was no funeral | was aware of, and | found no grave marker. Gleave Harris rests
in the family plot in a large municipal cemetery in his hometown, Stratford, ON.
Gord White's ashes were scattered in Cootes Paradise and Salmon Arm, BC.
There were celebrative memorial events for George Wallace (in Victoria, BC,
and Dundas at Carnegie Gallery), Bob Mason (at Workers Arts Centre and
Heritage Centre), and Jewel Foster in her beloved backyard garden on Beulah
Ave. We don't know where Jackie Kay is. | imagine him doing a Gene Kelly tap
routine across the big, tavern dance-floor in the sky. It's tempting to mythologize
them. Every organization must remember its pioneers.
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Quotes

DAVID AVON
"' would sooner Kill fifty thousand men than any dog.”
(from The Meditations of David Avon 1979, by Brian Johnston)

GLEAVE HARRIS

“Thanks 143 James North ... just keep your penchant for those long nights of
the soul. They are, after all, as important as our butterfly days.”

(blue hush/ZERO magazine, spring 1986)
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JEWEL FOSTER

"l do take issue with the idea that ‘mediocrity always draws excellence down
to its boring level'... This idea is an insult to the viewer who is quite capable of
judging 'excellence’ for her/himself. Whose concept of excellence? What is ART
anyway"?

(Jewel, in a response to Robert Langstadt, Zero DifferAnce Zero magazine, Fall,
1986)

JACKIE KAY
“Oh comon, it's funny.”
(one time too many)

BOB MASON
‘Jeepers..”

GEORGE WALLACE
“ I'think wit is the great charm of all works of art — the major quality of being
able to turn a phrase humorously, or maliciously .."

GORD WHITE
"Stick with me, boys, and you'll be farting through silk!”

Thanks to Dawn & Brian Burns, Owen Ford, Thea Haines, Ted Haines, Kit
Wallace, Carol Podedworny, Lisa Audette, David Collier, Gord Pullar. Sam
Robinson, Bob & Donna Yates, Jim Chambers, Cees & Annerie van Gemerden.



G OW»dQH

B
T e e

Owen Ford, Group of Seven RIP (Remembering Inc. Pioneers), 2023.
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Hamilton Artists Inc. would like to acknowledge the generous support of
its funders, donors, sponsors, and programming partners.
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For more information, exhibition documentation, and extended biographical notes on the artists,
please visit theinc.ca/exhibitions/

Cover: Group of Seven RLP. (Remembering Inc. Pioneers), 2023.

Page 5 & 6: Brian Johnston & David Avon, Group of Seven RI.P. (Remembering Inc. Pioneers),
2023.

Page 7: Thea Haines, Group of Seven RIP. (Remembering Inc. Pioneers), 2023. Detail view.
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